what steps did (rish Governments take to consolidate democracy, 1923-1945

- civil war - ¢ wa ng - Administration
- Law § order — qarda

- Army Mutiny

- Asserting inoependence

- Hawnded over power

- Dev - bisimantled Treaty

- Defeated IRA § Blueshirts

- Anglo-lrish Agreement — Neutrality

(Following the truce called to end the Civil war, the Cumann na ngael
government came to power, following a win for the pro-Treaty sides in the vote
ow it. They still had to contend with widespread violence in the country, as the
extremists rejected the treaty. william T. Cosgrave and Kevin O'Higgins were
two of the governments main players in consolidating dewmocracy over the next
six years. They kept the same adwministration who had worked for the British

government, to allow aowtiwu_itg, and they adopted British common Law. ) &

(Law and order was the most pressing issue for the new government if they
were to succeed in running the country. it was feared that if violence was
widespread, the people woulo be unhappy with the government and begin to Look
past dewmocracy towards communism or fascism to solve their problems, much
like several other countries in Burope. Kevin O'Higgins, Minister for Home
Affairs, set up the Garda Stochdna. They were an unarmed, respected force,
and thetr main duties were to deal with Local tssues such as drunken violence
and poteen making. They succeeded in curtailing much of the violence which

marred the democratic governments reputation. ) 7



(owne of the major Lssues to threaten the democratic governments position was
the Army Mutiny. Cosgrave began to decommission the Army, as there was no
weed for so many soldiers and generals now that the war of independence and
the civil wayr had ended. However, the army officials and Leaders were unhappy
with this, as it meant that many of them would be unemployed, and as there
was not much work available due to the poor economy, they retaliated. They
signed a Letter to Cosgrave telling him that they would rise wp if he did not
discontinue the decommissioning. Cosgrave acted decisively and had the
stgwnatories of the letter arrested. Those who fled were deemed to have resigned.
This ensured that people knew that the Army was under the control of the

government, and this helped to consolidate the position of democmag.) e

(The cumann na ngael government also helped to consolidate democracy by
asserting their independence over British rule. They joined the League of
Nations under their own name, and registered the Anglo-lrish Treaty with
them. This saw it as an agreement between two sovereigw states. They also sent
ambassadors to foreign countries under the name of the trish Free State. By
asserting their independence in this manner, it helped to show the trish people
that the government was successful, and prevented any sort of extremist

rebellion against them. ) &

(1n 19229, the wall Street Crash occurred. Over the next few years, the economy
declined and the Cumann na nGael government Lost support. At the same
time, Flanna FALL, with de valera as their leader, were gaining support with the
promise of gaining a republic and improving the economy. Flanna Fail won
the general election of 1932 with an overall majority. Cosgrave agreed to step
aside and peacefully hand over power to de valera. Some see this as his greatest
political achievement, as it showed their faith in democracy and ensured it

would last in the country. ) 7



(e valera faced many problems after coming to power in 1932. At first he
supported the (RA, by releasing their prisoners and giving state pensions to
their members. The IRA were a violent organisation and they broke up many
cumann na nGael meetings. de valera finally realised that he would have to
oo something about the violence, and he banned the IRA. As the people blamed
them for the widespread violence, they lost support and began to disappear. De
valera had successfully defended the threat from the extreme (RA and helped to

consolidate democracy. ) #

(He also faced a threat from the fascists itn treland. Kevin Duffy who had been
sacked as commissioner of the qardai,Joiwed the ACA and becane thetr Leader.
He admired Buropean leaders such as Mussolini and their group adopted such
fascist regimes as the salute and the uniform. when Duffy planned a march to
Dublin with his Blueshirts, De valera feared he was planning a miL'Ltarg coup
such as the March on Rome. He banned the march and set up the Broy Harriers
to defend reland against the fascists. Soon after, Duffy left (reland and went
to Spain to help Franco in the civil war, and the trish fascists fell apart. De

valera had once again successfully defended democracy in treland. ) g

(in 1938, de valera signed the Anglo-trish Agreement with Britain. tt had two
aspects to it; it endled the economic war, and it handed back to treland the three
Treaty ports; Cobh, Berehaven and Lough Swilly. This was de valera’s most
Lmportant step in consolidating dewmocracy, as it allowed treland to remain
neutral in WwWIL This meant that the trish were now a separate entity from

Britain and showed that democracy tn treland worked. ) 5

(The cumann na ngael governments took ma ny steps to consolidate
democracy in treland, and Cosgrave was very successful with this. De valera
and Flanna Fail also had a successful run tn democratic government, and

ensured that (reland became and remains today, a democratie country. ) =
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