Movements for political and social reform, 1870-1914 (Higher Level)
2010
What did Charles Stewart Parnell contribute to land reform and to the development of the Home Rule 

movement?

What were the main social and economic developments in Belfast and/or Dublin during the period 1870-

1914?

Which organisation was more effective, the GAA or the Gaelic League? Argue your case, referring to 

both. 

How successful was Edward Carson as a leader of Unionism?
2009
Who was the more effective leader of the Home Rule movement, Butt or Parnell? Argue your case, 

referring to both. 

To what extent was the Dublin strike and lockout, 1913, a success or a failure? 

What was the contribution of Michael Davitt to social and political reform? 

What developments took place in Ulster Unionism or in the industrialisation of Belfast, 1870-1914?
2008

To what extent did the land agitation of the period, 1870-1914, lead to land reform?

What were the problems facing Ireland’s urban poor and what attempts were made to solve them in the 
period to 1914? 

What did one or more of the following contribute to the cultural revivals of the period

1870-1914: the GAA; the Gaelic League; W. B. Yeats? 

In the period to 1914, who was the more effective leader, John Redmond or Edward 

Carson? Argue your case, referring to both leaders. 

2007

[DBQ] How did the GAA deal with the difficulties it faced between 1884 and 1891? 

2006

[DBQ] What were Parnell’s strengths and weaknesses as leader of the Home Rule movement?

Sample Paper 2006

[DBQ] What impact did the unionisation of the working classes have in Dublin during the period, 1900-
1914?
The Pursuit of Sovereignty and the Impact of Partition, 1912-1949 (Higher Level)

2010

During the period 1912-1920, what factors contributed to the partition of Ireland? 

Who handled Anglo-Irish relations better, W. T. Cosgrave or Éamon de Valera? Argue your case, 

referring to both. 

To what extent did the 1932 Eucharistic Congress and/or the language and education

policies of Irish governments promote Irish cultural identity? 

How did the Unionist Party in power respond to the challenges posed by the existence

of a substantial nationalist minority within Northern Ireland? 
2009

Why were the Anglo-Irish Treaty negotiations controversial?

What were the main social and economic challenges facing Northern Ireland, 1920-1945?

During the period 1932-1945, which did Éamon de Valera manage better, the economy or Anglo-Irish 
relations? Argue your case, referring to both.

What attempts were made to promote cultural identity, North and South, during the period, 1912-1945? 
2008

To what extent was the Anglo-Irish Treaty, 1921, responsible for the Irish Civil War?
What steps did Irish governments take to consolidate democracy, 1923-1945?
What was the significance of the Eucharistic Congress, 1932, for the Irish Free State?
How well did the Unionist Party manage the affairs of Northern Ireland, 1920-1939?

2007

What were the aims and achievements of Patrick Pearse? 
How did Anglo-Irish relations develop during the period 1923 – 1949? 
How was cultural identity promoted in Ireland, North and South, between 1920 and 1949?
Following the experience of war, to what extent was the Belfast of 1945 different from that of 1939?

2006

From 1912 onwards, what factors contributed to the partition of Ireland, 1920? 
Between 1922 and 1932, what steps did the Cosgrave governments take to establish the Irish Free State 
on firm foundations? 
How well did Ireland, North and/or South, deal with the social and economic problems presented by 
World War II? 
To what extent were language, religion and education used to promote Irish cultural identity during the 

period, 1920 – 1949? 

Sample Paper 2006

What were the factors that contributed to the success of Sinn Féin in the 1918 general election? 
How well did Ireland, North and South, cope with the economic problems of the inter-war period? 
How did de Valera’s pursuit of sovereignty, 1932 – 1945, affect Anglo-Irish relations? 
To what extent did the Eucharistic Congress (Dublin, 1932) and/or Belfast’s experience during World 
War II promote a sense of collective identity? 

Dictatorship and democracy in Europe, 1920-1945 (Higher Level)
2010

How successfully did German governments deal with the social and economic problems of the period 

1920-1939? 

How effective were the internal and external policies of Josef Stalin? 

What were the main developments in church-state relations under Hitler and Mussolini?

What was the impact of Anglo-American popular culture on Europe, 1920-1945?
2009

Why was France unstable during the period, 1920-1940? 

How did dictators use propaganda and/or terror to maintain their power? 

What were the main social and economic challenges facing Britain, 1920-1945? 

What did you learn about World War II from your study of one or more of the following: wartime 

alliances; collaboration/resistance; technology of warfare?
2008

What did Lenin and Stalin contribute to communism in Russia? 
Which had the greater social and economic problems during the inter-war years, Britain or Germany? 
Argue your case, referring to both countries. 
What contribution did Joseph Goebbels and/or Leni Riefenstahl make to Nazi propaganda? 
What was the impact of World War II on the civilian population of Britain and/or France?

2007

What problems did the Third Republic of France encounter between 1920 and 1940? 
What were the main characteristics of the Nazi state in Germany between 1933 and 1939?

What were the causes and the consequences of the Jarrow March, October, 1936? 
How significant was the role played by the Soviet Union in World War II?
2006

During the inter-war period, what conditions in Europe contributed to the growth of fascist regimes? 
To what extent did Stalin transform the society and economy of the Soviet Union?

How successfully did Britain deal with the social and economic problems of the inter-war period? 
What developments took place in the technology of warfare during the period, 1920 - 1945?

Sample Paper 2006
To what extent did Germany’s social and economic problems lead to the rise of Hitler and the Nazis?

How successful were Stalin in Russia and/or Mussolini in Italy in using the personality cult as an 

instrument of propaganda? 

How did the Jarrow March (October 1936) draw attention to the social and economic problems in Great 

Britain at that time?
What was the impact of World War II on the ‘home front’ in Great Britain, 1939-1945? 

The United States and the world, 1945 – 1989
2010

What was the importance for US foreign policy of one or more of the following: Berlin; Korea; Cuba? 

Why did the United States experience an economic boom, 1945-1968, and what was its impact on 

society? 

What were the successes and failures of the presidency of Lyndon Johnson? 

What was the impact of the Moon Landing on US domestic and foreign affairs? 
2009
[DBQ] How important was the Montgomery bus boycott to the American civil rights movement?

2008

[DBQ] Why was President Johnson unable to win the war in Vietnam? 
2007

How did McCarthyism and/or the anti-war movement affect US foreign policy, 1945-1972?

In what ways did the Montgomery bus boycott, 1956, advance the cause of the civil rights movement? 
What contribution did Betty Friedan and/or Norman Mailer make to society in the United States? 
What were the significant developments in US foreign policy, 1973-1989?

2006
During the period, 1945 – 1989, what was the impact of one or more of the following on American 
society: racial conflict; urban poverty; organised crime? 

Which had the greater impact on the United States: involvement in Korea or involvement in Vietnam? 
Argue your case, referring to both. 

What were the successes and failures of the political career of Ronald Reagan? 

What was the importance of one or more of the following: McCarthyism; the Moon Landing, 1969; 
developments in information technology? 

Sample Paper 2006
How successful was civil rights agitation in the United States during the period, 1945-1968?
Why did the United States become involved in armed conflict in Vietnam and why did it eventually 

withdraw from that country?

To what extent can the Moon Landing, 1969 be seen as both a major advance in technology and as a 

statement of American foreign policy?

During the period, 1945 – 1989, what was the impact on American consciousness  of one or more of 
the following on American society: the American Dream; the ‘red scare’; ‘counter-culture’. 
